OPPORTUNITY NEXT:
2015 Economic Strategy for the Charleston Region

Public Survey Results
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

In which county do you currently live? \

Berkeley 13.2%

Dorchester 25.0%

Total Responses: 1,165
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

In which county do you currently work? \

Berkeley _- 7.9%
Dorchester _- 10.8%
N/A - 11.8%
Charleston _69.5%

Total Responses: 1,114
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

How long have you lived and/or worked in \

the three-county region?
N/A 10.8%
11-15 years __ 12.1%
0-4 years __ 18.6%
5-10 years __ 21.2%

16+ years — 47.2%

Total Responses: 1,154
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

Into what age group do you fall? \

18-24 i 5.9%

65+ | 9.7%
35-44 | 20.0%
25-34 [T 21.9%

45-64 — 42.0%

Total Responses: 1,160
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

In what household income bracket \

do you fall?

$0-$24,999 h 6.2%
$25,000-$49,999 __ 16.4%
$50,000-$74,999 __ 18.5%
$75,000-$99,999 __ 13.8%
Over $100,000 | 35.5%
Choose not to answer _F 9.4%

Total Responses: 908
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

What is your ethnicity? \

Choose not to answer h 5.8%
Hispanic / Latino | 1.2%
Caucasian _ 81.6%
Asian | 0.4%

African American [ 11.1%

Total Responses: 908
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

Rate the region’s performance in these \

topics related to education: (5 is highest)

Universities — 3.70

Community College [ 3.61

Other training [ 3.18
Prek-12 [ 2.60

1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

Total Responses: 1,067
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

Rate the region’s performance in these \

topics related to career: (5 is highest)

cqual opportunity [N 257

Career advancement _ 2.59

Jobavailability || 254

Salary leve! N .36

1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

Total Responses: 1,068
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

Rate the region’s performance in topics related

Outdoor environment
Arts/culture

Family environment
Entertainment
Healthcare

Public safety

Housing value

Cost of living

Race relations
Growth management

to quality of life: (5 is highest)

4.16
3.96
3.76
3.72
3.66
3.31
3.13
3.12

2.89
2.66
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1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00

Total Responses: 1,070
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

Rate the region’s performance in topics related \
to infrastructure: (5 is highest)
Telecommunications — 3.13

Highway access [ 2.86
Commute time [ 2.83

Air service NN 2.42

Road capacity N .36
Pedestrian/bike routes __ 2.06

Public transit — 2.05

1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

Total Responses: 1,068
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

Rate the region’s performance in topics related \

to the general economy: (5 is highest)

Visitor image I £ 39

Entrepreneurship [ 3.08

Businessgrowth |~ 3.03

Businessimage | 3.01

Ease of doing business [ 2,91

Govt leadership — 2.79

1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

Total Responses: 1,068
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

Successful economic development in the
Charleston region means (choose 3):

More jobs 592

Recruit new companies 578

Higher wages

Workforce development
Expand local companies
Grow new companies
Quality of life improvement

Tourism development
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Total Responses: 1,014
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

Which industries are the most desirable targets for

Aviation

Energy
Maritime/Port

Adv Manufacturing
Healthcare
Hospitality
Bioscience
Creative/design
Professional Services
Distribution/logistics
Software
Security/Defense
Agriculture
Automotive

270
250
227
226
172
157
153
138
133

73
64

363
329

regional economic development (choose 3)?

487
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Total Responses: 1,014
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

What mix of activities will ensure the \
highest level of economic development

success for the region?

I Recruit new
companies

M Grow / retain
existing companies

M Start new
companies

Total Responses: 906
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

Coastal location
Lifestyle

Historic setting
Natural environment
Cultural arts

Cost of living
Colleges/universities
Business climate
Workforce

Diversity

Local companies
Entrepreneurship
Economy

Trans. Infrastructure
Leadership

K-12 schools

Job opportunities

Select the region’s top three strengths.

735

464
395
223
196
164
155
72
50
49
41
40
39
22
22
22
100 200 300 400 500 700

Total Responses: 1,003
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

Select the region’s top three weaknesses.

Job Opportunities 536
K-12 Schools 523
Trans infrastructure 500
Economy 272
Cost of living 258
Workforce 227
Leadership 179
Business climate 164
Diversity 134
Entrepreneurship 60
Colleges/universities 56
Local companies 26
Natural environment 25
Coastal location 16
Lifestyle 11
Historic setting 11
Cultural arts 11
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Total Responses: 1,003
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

What U.S. or international community best represents what the
Charleston region should be like 10 years from now?

Charleston / No Comparison
Charlotte

Raleigh / Research Triangle
Austin

Portland

Seatle

San Francisco

San Diego

Boston

Atlanta

Greenville

Jacksonville

Denver

Barcelona

New York

64
56
52

Total Responses: 672
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OPPORTUNITY NEXT SURVEY RESULTS

Grade the region’s economic performance \

over the past five years.

L 9%
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Total Responses: 896
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