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Whether you are a teacher, truck driver, or business executive, you are influenced by global activities every day.
Globally fluent metros understand and appreciate their connectivity to the global economy and work together
to énsure everyons benefits from those connections.

The three-county Charleston region relies on global connectivity to sustain our economy. If we do not
welcome new people and new companies, we risk losing jobs; losing support for education and healthcare;
losing access to new technologies and services; losing customers, doctors, teachers, and friends.

We need to work together to value and support all of Charleston’s global connections and to help others
understand their importance. This Global Connectivity Snapshaot, created by the Charleston Regional
Development Alliance, serves as a data summary tool you can use to guide your conversations.

Vigit CharlestonCommunityGuide.com for additional local resources and information.
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OUR ECONOMY

183

international companies employ

16,000+

people in the Charleston region

Soured: Contor for Business Rosoarch, Chanksion Motng Chamberof Commonas VG758

OUR PEOPLE

0
5%

of Charleston's regional
population is foreign born

Source: US Census Bureau’s 2015 American Community Survey
OUR COMMUNITY

6217

small & medium-sized local businesses
export their products (799 total exporting firms)

Source; International Tracls Administration, 1020



OURECONOMY
EMPLOYMENT

More than 1/3 of manufacturing

amployees in the region work for
international companies @

Sewrep: Contor for Bursnges Rotsarch, (harisron kioom Charsber of Commaro 1973
Top 5 Countries with Charfeston Locations:

* Rearly 36,000 Charlesion-area
residents are forelgn born

« 4% of foreign-Dorm residents arg
naturglized citizens

« Top3 giobal regions reprasented:
Latin Amarica, Asia, Eurape

s 11,000+ Charieslon-anea residents
hinve Garmanm andesiry

E E | I*I l_. |\— « T%speak a language atherthan

OUR PEOPLE

&

DID YOU KNOW:

140 international
students from
34 countries are
enrolled at the College
of Charleston

Germany Canada France Japan English at home
Seerca: Contor for Busiess Ressarch, Charteson batro Chimber of Commonen 1478 + Mearly 8,000 Charfeston-area
residents speak Astan & Pacific
JOBS Island languages at home
In 2007, foreign-owned ' 3,'][]“* I_'I_ $?3DM Souren: L6 Covidies Burdairs 2006 A Corarmraly Sy
companies announced: 1 new jobs EE ::m;nt

TRADE/EXPORTS
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« Charleston's exports
grew 395

o542 bilkan from

« The Port of Charleston supports 2005-2016

23,000 Lowcountry jobs - 1% of Charleston
« Mo than 50% of SC Ports’ trade ks o metros GOP s from

Morth Europe and Northeast Asia EXPOrS
Loerce; 50 Ports Authonty Sourcy: Brookings Inatifution
Top 5 Charleston Export Markets:

Spain

S Inbirraational Trade Admingitration. 020N
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INTERNATIONAL VISITORS

5.6% of tourists
are international
i 280,000
® | ‘ in 2015
Japan

Top 4 Countries Represented:
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Unétid Kingdom .ﬁmruh

Sourco; Colege of Charkeston (8o of Tooniem Ansbsis far the Charlesion Arpa CVE 2015
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Thiz Global Connactivity Snapshol is part of an ongoing sffort by the Giobal Fluency Initiative of the One Region Global
Compalrtnaness Strafegy. The goal of One Rogéon i to work collaborainvely as & rogpion to furthor enhanes thi ooonomy
through sdvancaments in takent, mfrastructuee, and other assels characterizhic of a globally competitieemetro,

OUR COMMUNITY

IMPACT
Global companies imvest Sgnificantly inour community, for example:

* MUSC Boeing Center for Children's Wellness

* TD Bank Charitable Foundations $7.500 donation
to Career Academies

« BoschCommunity Fund annually awards
$250,000¢= inlocal grants

LOCAL COMPANY,

GLOBAL REACH

Scout Boats, headquarteredin
Summerville, exports 1796+ of its boats.
Top markeds are Canada and Mexico

Seuren: industry Wook

CULTURAL EVENTS
Home to dozens of intermational cultural events, including the

I ]
word-rengwn Spoleto Arts Festival, the Charleston Enmmat'-nrmgﬂ‘
Film Festival, the World Grits Festival, and the Moja Arts Festival

WORLD-CLASS
Charleston ks home toworlid-class assels inchuding the world's largest drivetrain
testing facility (SCESG Innovation Canter); the world's first combat submaring
(the H.L. Hunley): and the world's langest private manuscript collection
(Karpeles Manuscript Museum)
= 2007 Banked Workds &2 Best City by Travel » Lelsure readers

(Sole US. City in Top 10)
« 2017 Banked World's Friendliest City by Condé Nast Traveler readers

= 2016 Ranked World's =1 Best City by Traved + Leistre readers
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